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mission to ascend. We retired perforce, but after lunch, the sounds of the conflict in progress becoming too tantalizing, I insisted on trying again. Once more wo wore told it was out of the question ; but this time 1 did not intend to take a refusal. We made a movement to go up the steps and the sentry presented his gun. We came down and began to argue with him. The officer in charge came out and told us we were fools. He said the whole face of the defences on that side was under fire. We swore we would be very careful and keep under cover, if he would let us go. He maintained that his orders were strict and that it was impossible. While continuing the discussion we gradually ascended the stairway step by step till, coming to a bend, we doubled round and disappeared. I fully expected to be followed and ig-nominiously brought back ; but apparently they had given us up as hopeless lunatics who had better be allowed to go and get shot if they really wanted to. Arrived at the top, we rapidly made our way along the wall to our old position, but found that the gun had been moved. Continuing our circuit of the wall we came upon it farther along, protecting the left flank of the line, and with it our old friends under a new officer. We were here very well situated to see what was going on without any particular risk, and we found about half-a-dozen Muto-wifs and some eunuchs thus engaged. The latter are privileged people in Medina, and are treated with great respect, while the Medanis are not accustomed to being dictated to in their own town, which accounted for their being there in defiance of orders.
The rifles used by both sides, as well as nearly all the guns, fibred black powder, and the progress of the engagement could therefore be traced much more easily than is usual in modern warfare. In South Africa it was generally very difficult to get a correct idea of the position and movements of the opposing forces at any distance from the scene of action. Here however the long lines of smoke indicated their respective positions clearly as though marked on a map.
When we arrived the Turkish troops had advanced about three miles across the open plain and were engaged tie .Bedou homing the scattered kopjes and groves